coordination) with a solution to the problem no where in sight. Further
demands such as issue of identity cards to the residents oniy confirm
the conversion of tribal development into a law and order problem - a
police problem.
It is no more the tribals alone but we the citizens, the government
and the police organizations find ourselves at cross- roads due to the
distortions in policy and its process. Which way should we turn to reach
the welfare State? We seem to find ourselves groping in day-light.
Policy Options
Harmony and  Development  versus Strife  and  Disruption
The irony of socio-economic development in India is that we are
rich in intellect but do not seem to take note of and learn even from
our many a success story.
West Bengal, the birth place of 'Naxalism', (in its incarnation of
1960s) evolved a policy, inter alia, of inducting all (relevant) departments
of Government and more significant^ voluntary organizations to provide
succour to the people. Families of Naxals1 were rehabilitated. Elsewhere
in the country voluntary organizations were perceived as antagonistic to
the State administration, and were dubbed as Naxalite front organizations,
or agents of the C.I.A.
Equally interesting to note was that the police and paramilitary
forces posted in some areas did not have even an idea of Naxalism. In
some areas/states, Naxalism subsided, but police 'posts' continue. When
some senior police officers criticized 'third-degree' methods, there was
an uproar among the police themselves, against such open criticism, as
it would lead to 'demoralization' of the force.
Public Policy Process is too complex to be left to any singje organ
of State, or institution or a group in society. Policing and Naxalism are
too complex and critical to be left to the police. Society has to participate
in shaping the policy, in its implementation, in ensuring its compliance,
and in monitoring its impact - intended as well as unintended.
Political process (involving all political parties) has a positive,
critical and benevolent role. It is a vital pre-requisite for promoting
harmony and development, and in arresting strife and disruption.
We the people of India - that section which considers itself as
'developed' presume, rather presumptuously, that the tribals are
undeveloped (almost equate the two expressions). Can we imagine for
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